Road-Rail Transport
used for the carriage of public goods, vehicles belonging
to the Central or a Provincial Government, the Police
Department, Fire Brigade, Educational Institution or any
person acting under contract with a local authority, and
used solely for road cleansing, road watering or conser-
vancy purposes.
Under section 43 of Chapter IV of the Act, any
Provincial Government is entitled to fix maximum and
minimum fares and to " prohibit or restrict throughout
the province or in any area or any route within the
province " the carriage of long distance or special classes
of goods either by public or private carriers, if it considers
such control justifiable. The decision of the Provincial
Government may be born out of a desire to co-ordinate
services and to reduce the mal-effects of competition or
to prevent the undue deterioration of roads due to heavy
traffic. It is this section that would empower the
governments concerned to put a healthy check on road
competition with the railways. This could be done by
either ordering vehicles off the routes or by reserving them
for the road operation of the railway services. The
English Act of 1921 amalgamated the 119 railways of
Great Britain into 4 main groups, namely, the Southern,
the "Western, the North-Western, Midland and West
Scottish, and the North-Eastern, Eastern and Eastern
Scottish groups, but it was not till 1928 that the railway
companies were allowed to operate road undertakings.
Similar powers are allowed to Indian Railways "by virtue
of Section 51-A of the Indian Railways Act.
For the purpose of regulating traffic, each province will
constitute a provincial transport authority which will act
as a transport tribunal and hear and adjudge all disputes;
i&at come up to it for settlement. Apart from the,
I^wincial board, there is provision for the constitution of
a regional beard. *' A Regional Transport Atrthority